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Cause .—From this point of view there are three distinct 
forms of hysterical tremor. First, hystero-emotional (41 
cases out of 55), due to sudden shock, fear, and slow de¬ 
pressing emotions, whether complicated or not by psychic 
depression. Then there is hysterotoxic tremor, similar to 
the tremor following infectious disease. And there is also 
tremor due to hysterical attacks, to apoplectiform or 
epileptoid seizures. 

Onset .—This is often classic in its method. There is a 
prodromal period after shock, in which there is constant 
headache and intellectual or psychic abnormity. 

Quality of tremor when once established .—Its variability is 
marked. It is spontaneous and induced by any hysterical 
accident, as emotion, a convulsion, etc. It is paradoxical 
on account of anomalies due to the tremor itself and second¬ 
ary hysterical symptoms that accompany it. L. F. B. 


CLINICAL. 

A CASE OF HEMIPLEGIA, FOLLOWED BY EARLY 
MUSCULAR ATROPHY. 

In the “ Neurologisches Centralblatt,” No. 20, 1891, Dr. 
L. Darkchewitch reports a case of hemiplegia in which mus¬ 
cular atrophy appeared shortly after the paralysis. The 
patient was 43 years of age and without a history of alcohol¬ 
ism or syphilis*. When first seen he was semi-conscious. 
Word-blindness and complete motor aphasia existed. There 
was also total right hemiplegia with involvement of the 
lower facial branches and the hypoglossal nerve. Sensa¬ 
tion seemed to be deficient on the paralyzed side, and the 
tendon reflexes were somewhat exaggerated. Loss of con¬ 
trol of bladder and rectum. The urine contained neither 
albumen nor sugar. Four weeks after the attack there was 
marked atrophy affecting the right deltoid, supra-spinatus, 
infra-spinatus and pectoralis major. The atrophy rapidly 
extended to the muscles of the forearm and the small muscles 
of the hand. The elecrical reactions w r ere normal. About 
one month later death took place as a result of another cere¬ 
bral lesion. 

At the autopsy two spots of softening were found in the 
corpora striata, one on either side, thus accounting for the 
hemiplegia. 

A careful microscopical examination was made of the 
brain, the spinal cord, the spinal nerve roots, the peripheral 
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nerve trunks of the right arm and right leg and the muscles 
of all four extremities. 

There was secondary degeneration of the corresponding 
pyramidal tract, but no evidence whatsoever of implication 
of the ganglion cells in the anterior horn or of the peripheral 
nerve roots. The muscles, however, were found to be in 
a condition of simple atrophy, due to the loss of trophic in¬ 
fluence from the brain, or, in other words, cerebral amyo¬ 
trophy. W. M. L. 

SARCOMA OF THE CORPUS CALLOSUM. 

Dr. C. A. Oliver (British Med. Jour., July 11, 1891), 
relates the case of a woman who suffered from visual failure, 
followed by anosmia, perverted taste, illusions and hallu¬ 
cinations. She died comatose three years and a half from 
the commencementof theillness. A spindle-celled sarcoma 
sprang from the knee of the corpus callosum, separating the 
uncinate gyri and pressing on the temporal lobes. 

A. F. 

VAGUS NEUROSIS. 

Dr. Bremer (British Med. Jour.; July ir, 1891) reports 
the case of a girl with neurotic ancestry, who four years 
after having measles suffered daily paroxysms of epigastric 
pain. This suddenly ceased, when her breathing became 
slow, 8 to 12 per minute, and laborious. Physical exertion 
caused great dyspnoea. After taking strychnine for a time, 
followed by quebracho for several months, the respirations 
became normal. A. F. 


INSANITY IN TWINS. 

Dr. Wm. Worcester (British Medical Journal, July 11, 
1891) records a case of insanity occurring in twins at the 
same time, at about the age of 26. They had always been 
intellectually weak and both died of phthisis. A. F. 

CRANIECTOMY IN MICROCEPHALY. 

Victor Horsley (British Medical Journal, September 
12, 1891) reports two cases in which the operation was 
performed, one being followed by marked improvement, the 
other ending fatally, from too extensive interference being 
made. His experience of but two cases will not justify any 
dogmatic statement, but from collation ofpublished instances 



